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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the interview with the applicant on March 8, 
2006. 

2. Claims 1-19 are pending. 

3. The 102(b) and 103(a) rejections of claims 1-19 have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-6, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Richardson et al. (MindNet: acquiring and structuring semantic information from text). 

As to claims 1 and 14, Richardson et al. teach: 
• parsing text to identify paths formed by concatenated relationships between 
words in the text (parsing the text to extract semantic relations, page 1098, col. 1 , 
section 4); and 
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• generating a database of interface rules comprising pairs of semantically 
equivalent paths by associating, in a computer, paths with each other based on a 
similarity measure between the paths (generating a list of relationships consisting 
of one or more semantic relations connected together, creating semrel paths 
between two words, these are then weighted to find the best paths, table 3, page 
1100); and 

• computer readable media containing instructions (using MindNet in a computer, 
col. 1, page 1098). 

As to claims 2 and 15, Richardson et al. teach the similarity measure is based on 
the frequency of occurrence of words in the paths (weights are based on frequency of 
occurrence, page 1100, col. 1, section 7). 

As to claims 3 and 16, Richardson et al. teach the words are at the end points of 
the paths (the weight of the path is based on the words at the end points of the paths, 
Table 3, page 1100). 

As to claims 4 and 17, Richardson et al. teach the step of associating paths with 
each other comprises the step of counting occurrences of words at the end points of 
specific paths (linking paths based on the occurrences of the words at the end points in 
the paths, page 1100, col. 2, Table 3). 
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As to claims 5 and 18, Richardson et al. teach associating paths comprises the 
step of comparing counts of occurrences of words and associating paths on the counts 
of occurrences of the words (creating weights for the linked paths by finding the 
occurrences of the words in the path, page 1100, col. 1, and Table 3, col. 2). 

As to claims 6 and 19, Richardson et al. teach the similarity measure exceeds a 
threshold (paths are related when a similarity exceeds a similarity condition in the path, 
where it would be inherent that since the condition is similarity based it would be a 
threshold, col. 1, page 1101). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 7, 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Richardson et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of the applicants' prior 
art. 



As to claim 7, Richardson et al. do not teach: 
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• initiating a search for electronic information; nor 

• expanding the search by reference to associated paths in a database 
constructed according to the method of claim 1. 

However, the applicants' indicated prior art teaches it is known in the art of 
information retrieval to identify phrasal terms from queries and generate variants for 
query expansion (specification page 2, lines 20-25). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Richardson et 
al. with the query expansion method as described by the applicants 1 prior art since 
query expansion is now to promote effective retrieval of information as disclosed in the 
applicants' prior art (specification page 2, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 9, Richardson et al. teach the similarity measure is based on the 
frequency of occurrence of words in the paths (weights are based on frequency of 
occurrence, page 1100, col. 1, section 7). 

As to claim 10, Richardson et al. teach the words are at the end points of the 
paths (the weight of the path is based on the words at the end points of the paths, Table 
3, page 1100). 

As to claim 1 1 , Richardson et al. teach the step of associating paths with each 
other comprises the step of counting occurrences of words at the end points of specific 
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paths (linking paths based on the occurrences of the words at the end points in the 
paths, page 1 100, col. 2, Table 3). 

As to claim 12, Richardson et al. teach associating paths comprises the step of 
comparing counts of occurrences of words and associating paths on the counts of 
occurrences of the words (creating weights for the linked paths by finding the 
occurrences of the words in the path, page 1100, col. 1, and Table 3, col. 2). 

As to claim 13, Richardson et al. teach the similarity measure exceeds a 
threshold (paths are related when a similarity exceeds a similarity condition in the path, 
where it would be inherent that since the condition is similarity based it would be a 
threshold, col. 1, page 1101). 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Richardson et al. in view of the applicants' prior art as applied to claim 7 above, and 
further in view of Zadrozny et al. (5,937,385). 

As to claim 8, Richardson et al. and the applicant's prior art do not teach the 
search is initiated from a location remote from the location of the database. 

However, Zadrozny et al. teach initiating the search from a remote location (Fig. 

1A). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Richardson et 
al. with the query expansion method of the applicants' prior art and with the remote 
search technique of Zadrozny et al. to increase the flexibility of the system, as more 
user can connect to the system from different locations, as taught by Zadrozny et al. 
(col. 1, lines 15-20). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas E. Shortledge whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7612. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571)272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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